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The Annual Memorial Service for 
Vermont's Fire Fighters, Police 
Officers, EMS Providers, and 
Correctional Officers who have fallen 
in the line of duty will be held on 
Thursday, September 9, 2010 at the 
Vermont Emergency Services 
Memorial, which is located at the 
Vermont Fire & Police Academy in 
Pittsford. 
  
Please join us in honoring those 
brothers and sisters who have given 
the supreme sacrifice while serving to 
care for and protect our communities.   
  
For more information, go to 
www.vtfirefighters.org/17.html 
  

Franklin Lamoille Fire School 
to be Held in Jeffersonville 

September 18 & 19, 2010 
at the 

Cambridge Elementary School 
Jeffersonville, VT 

  
It's time to reignite the once popular 
northern Vermont school. The mutual 
aid associations from both Franklin and 
Lamoille counties were both looking to 
have training closer to home. 
Conversations about the forgone fire 

President's Message 

Dear Contact First Name, 

 
Four years ago I started this journey to 
become President of this great 
Association . Kathy and I along the way 
have made great friendships with all of 
you and this showed during a sad period 
in our lives this past February when we 
lost our son. I must say he is watching 
now along with my parents and saying, " 
we are proud of you and I as proud of them". 

At the Annual Meeting Banquet, I did something different in 
my swearing in. I had the three Chiefs that I grew up with and 
respect swear me in. We have fought, cried, and laughed at 
many things over the years on Fire scenes. I was very proud 
they did this for me. THANK YOU to Chief Bob Cross, Chief Joe 
Beaudry, and Chief Pete Prouty. 

I am the third person to represent Franklin County as VSFA 
president. I consider Gus Luman who was the 16th president 
(1949) of the VSFA as my mentor in the Fire Service and was 
my first officer when I started with the St. Albans City FD a 
"couple years back", as Tom Estey would say.. 

Now onto the future of VSFA, I make "NO" promises that I can 
not keep. I know we have many issues to address. I know we 
will not always agree on the issues but I know we can come to 
common ground that we all can live with. I will be continuing 
the work Kristy was doing with Funding, Membership, and 
Education. I believe with the help of the Governor's Office, 
folks in the Vermont House and Senate, our Congressman and 
Senators in DC, and most importantly the membership of this 
Association we can make things happen for firefighters of the 
State of Vermont. 

In closing, I love this organization and the firefighters that 
have elected me and the officers to represent them. I know 
the Association can become a strong voice for the volunteer 
fire service, but we need your help in making this happen. 

Tomorrow is the start of a new adventure. 

Message from the 2nd Vice-President

Fellow Firefighters, 



school led to the formation of a 
committee with individuals from both 
counties charged with the task of 
rekindling the school. The committee 
quickly adopted the "can do" attitude, 
that most firefighters have, and have 
come up with a list of basic and 
advanced technology classes.   
  
For more information, including course 
offerings and applications, go 
to  http://flfsvt.org 

I wish to thank you for your support in electing me as your 
new 2nd Vice President of the VSFA. I look forward working 
with you and the other Executive Officers in making our 
organization strong and viable and if there is anything I can do 
personally for you feel free to call on me. Thanks again. 

Dick King, 2nd Vice President

 

George S. Gibby Scholarship Awarded to Two Recipients

  
On June 6, 1993, the Vermont State Firefighters' Association 
established an educational scholarship fund to be named the 
George S. Gibby Scholarship Fund, in recognition of his 
unselfish , tireless efforts to assist fire-rescue personnel who 
which to pursue careers related to the fire service. 
  
On July 24, 2010, two deserving recipients were awarded 
scholarships in persuit of their continuing education.  The 
VSFA proudly awarded Ryan Hart of the Weston Volunteer Fire 
Department and David Rubalcaba of the Barre City Fire 
Department the George S. Gibby Scholarship. 

VSFA Presents 2010 Awards

The Vermont State Firefighters Association honors those individuals whose outstanding 
achievements in the emergency services and community provide examples of exemplary 
performance. These are prestigious achievement awards.  
   
The selections of award recipients are determined through a statewide nomination process. 
Awards are bestowed annually at the State Convention. Nominated by their peers, the recipients 
are awarded a plaque and uniform pin as well as a location of distinction in the convention 
parade. Awardees also secure an everlasting place in the history of the VSFA.  The following 
members where honored at this year's Annual Conference Banquet:  

  
Robert King Fire Chief of the Year 

Chief Lyndon Corey, Fairfield Fire Department 
  

Firefighter of the Year 
John Dugan, City of Vergennes Fire Department 

  
Line Officer of the Year 

Captain Jim Buell, Shelburne Fire Department  
 

Emergency Maintenance Technician of the Year  
Lieutenant Ryan Emilio, Middlebury Fire Department    

  
Support Specialist of theYear  

 James (Mike) Spaulding, Cambridge Fire Department 
  

Senior Firefighter of the Year 
Ray Daniels, New Haven Volunteer Fire Department  

  
Charles Taylor Junior Firefighter of the Year 

William Glen, Cambridge Fire Company  
  

President's Award 
 Michael Skaza, West Rutland Fire Department 

2010 Conference Muster Game Results

  



The VSFA Muster Games were held on July 24, 2010 at the 
Annual Conference in St. Albans.  A total of 14 Member's 
teams and 4 Ladies teams competed in up to six events.  The 
events held were Water Polo, Midnight Alarm, Bucket 
Brigade, Portable Pump, Wet Hose Coupling, and SCBA 
Endurance. 
  
The coveted Koltonski Trophy is awarded to the Member's 
team that earns the most points in all events and was 
clinched by St. Albans Town.  Milton was awarded the 
Merreal Wheelock Sportsmanship Trophy in the Members 
category and Georgia placed as the runner up for their 
outstanding display of sportsmanlike conduct. 
  
In Ladies competition, St Albans Town took first place overall with Underhill-Jericho placing 
second.  Underhill-Jericho Ladies took home the Merreal Wheelock Sportsmanship Trophy in the 
Ladies catagory.  Runner-up was Rutland Town. 
  
For more information on VSFA Sports, including the complete rules and team applications, go to 
our website at www.vtfirefighters.org and click on "conference". 

The Georgia Fire Department members team 
prepares to face their opponent on the 
water polo court. 

VSFA Elects Officers 

  
The 2010 election of officers took place 
on July 24, 2010 at the 121st Annual 
Meeting of the VSFA in St Albans.  1st 
Vice-President Tim Girard was elected to 
the office of President, 2nd Vice-
President Fran Buck moved to the office 
of 1st Vice-President, and Richard King 
defeated Dean Gilmore for the seat of 
2nd Vice-President in the only contested 
race. 
  
Kevin Goodhue remains the Secretary of 
the Association while Roger Young was 
re-elected as the Treasurer. 

Tim Girard is sworn in as VSFA President on July 24, 2010 at the 
Annual Banquet with his wife Kathy looking on.  Tim was sworn in by 
Chief Bob Cross, Chief Joe Beaudry, and Chief Pete Prouty. 

Some Fire Organizations May be at Risk of Losing IRS Tax-Exempt Status 
This information was provide by the office of Congressman Peter Welch. 

Tax-exempt organizations that do not satisfy annual filing requirements for three consecutive 
years automatically lose their tax-exempt status. The IRS is providing one-time relief for such 
organizations that have filing due dates on or after May 17 and before October 15, 2010. The list 
includes organizations for which the IRS does not have a record of a required annual filing for 
2007 and 2008, and whose 2009 return, due on or after May 17 and before October 15, 2010, has 
not yet been received. 

The list, which was generated on June 30, 2010, includes only organizations with an annual filing 
requirement. Certain exempt organizations are exempt from this requirement. See Annual 
Exempt Organization Return: Who Must File 

The list may be incomplete, as certain organizations may be at risk of automatic revocation even 
if their names do not appear on these lists: 

l Subordinates in group rulings for which the parent has not filed a required group return;  
l Very small section 501(c)(3) public charities not required to file an application for 

exemption;  
l Other section 501(c) organizations not required to file an application for exemption.  



These organizations should check their records and determine whether they are at risk of 
automatic revocation because they have not satisfied annual filing requirements. 

In addition, the list may include organizations that were required to file Form 990 or Form 990 -
PF. These organizations are not eligible to take advantage of this one-time IRS filing relief to 
bring them into compliance. 

For more information, visit the IRS website by following the links above or going to 
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=225889,00.html 

2010 VSFA Cadet Academy a Success 
Submitted by Ashley LaTour, Captain and Bonnie LaTour, Medical Advisor 

  
During the month of July, 39 cadets graduated from the VSFA Cadet Academy.  During the week 
they learned fire fighting skills along with team work, courage, and respect.   Long classroom 
hours made it all worthwhile when they got to the "hands on" days where they were able to crawl 
through the Drager Trailer and confined spaces, and pump water and manipulate nozzles and 
hoses.   
  
Hot days were combated with water polo and wet hose competitions.  On Thursday Rutland City 
Fire Department hosted a day filled with numerous activities.  Highlights of the week included a 
propane demonstration, mock crash scene with extrication, and cold water rescue 
demonstration.  The group started the week as 4 companies working together to form 1 
battalion.  The week ended with a graduation ceremony and a barbecue for all. 

Vermont Fire Academy Announces 2010-2011 Fire Fighter I & II Courses

The Vermont Fire Academy has announced that it will be offering a record number of regional 
Fire Fighter I and II Courses throughout the state in 19 locations.  They have launched two new 
learning concepts for Vermont which include an Online Fire Fighter I program and a Combined 
Fire Fighter I & II Program that is being piloted in Concord. 
  
For more information on locations, start dates, and to obtain an application, visit 
http://www.dps.state.vt.us/fire/vfstc/firefigherI_II_locations.html.  Interested students are 
encouraged to file applications as soon as possible to reserve a seat and ensure that course 
enrollment is adequate for each location. 
  
In addition to these offerings, the Academy is hosting a series or two-day National Fire Academy 
off-campus programs, which will be held at the Vermont Fire Academy in Pittsford.  Course 
offerings include Leadership I, II, and III; Decision Making for the Initial Company Officer, Juvenile 
Firesetter Intervention Specialist I, and Fire Prevention for High Risk Populations.  For more 
information, download the brochure at http://www.dps.state.vt.us/fire/vfstc/2010-
2011NFAOffCampus.pdf 

FEMA Announces Application Period for 2010 SAFER Grant Program

  
The US Department of Homeland Security - Federal Emergency Management Agency has 
announced that the application period for the FY 2010 SAFER Program will open on August 17, 
2010 at 8:00 a.m. and close on September 17, 2010 at 5:00 p.m.  The purpose of these grants is 
to assist fire departments with recruitment and retention of volunteer firefighters who are 
involved with, or trained in, the operations of firefighting and emergency response. 
  
The grants are intended to create a net increase in the number of trained, certified, and 
competent firefighters capable of responding to emergencies likely to occur within the grantee's 
geographic response area.  One hundred percent of the actual salary and benefits for the SAFER-
funded firefighters will be fully funded for the two-year period of performance.  The Department 
will award approximately $420 million in SAFER Grants. 
  
For additional information, visit www.firegrantsupport.com. 
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